liquors. As for the results, all he could say was that he rarely found it necessary to perform hysterectomy, and in many instances the tumours ceased to grow, and the patients were able to enjoy life. Drugs, such as ergot and bromides, may have contributed to such a result, but in his opinion diet was the main factor.
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Dr. INGLIS PARSONS, in reply to Mr. Alban Doran, said that the treatment of fibroids by electricity was not entirely empirical. A paper of his appeared in the Trantsactions of the British Gynwcological Society for 1889, in which he demonstrated the coagulating action of the positive pole on the web of the frog's foot. Under the microscope, using a fine platinum needle and a small current, the sealing-up of the blood-vessels could be actually seen to take place, while the negative pole did not produce the same effect. As the result of other experiments he had found that there was no molecular decomposition in the interpolar region, although it was possible to cause a molecular exchange. In 1890 he had predicted that it would not be possible to make fibroid tumours disappear with the use of electricity, although it would be possible in some cases to interfere with their nutrition and prevent them from growing. He had not had any experience of the effects of diet on the tumours. In regard to medicines, thyroid extract appeared to have some effect.
The Presence of Blood-pigment in the Faces of the New-born.
By HECTOR A. COLWELL, M.B., and BRYDEN GLENDINING, M.S.
As hoemorrhage from the bowel is occasionally found as a pathological condition in the new-born, it appeared to us interesting to determine whether blood or blood-pigments were normally present in the faeces of' infants during the first ten days of extra-uterine life. As a test we employed the benzidine reaction. This, when carried out as presently described, has been shown to be both delicate and reliable when the subject is placed upon a diet free fromi animal food or green vegetables -a condition which is obviously fulfilled during the first ten days of life. The test depends upon the fact that benzidine when in solution with hydrogen peroxide or sodium perborate undergoes oxidation to a bright purple or green substance in the presence of blood-pigments.
The material for the benzidine test was treated with glacial acetic acid and extracted with ether. The ethereal extract was pipetted off and about 5 c.c. taken for testing.' In all, the faeces of fifty infants were I The benzidine solution is made by dissolving 01 grm. of benzidine and 01 grm. of sodium perborate in 10 c.c. of glacial acetic acid.' examined. In the majority of cases the material was only obtained every third day. The result is shown in the following tables: Now, given the presence of blood-pignment, it at once occurred to us that its origin might possibly be the mother's milk, but this was negatived by the fact that milk obtained at varying periods after delivery failed to give the benzidine reaction. The next possibility was that during the compression of delivery, blood, effused from the nose or nasopharynx and swallowed, gave rise to the presence of blood-pigment. Consequently, in many cases, the throats of new-born infants were gently swabbed with cotton-wool, and in all cases the ethereal extract gave a negative reaction.
Compression of the abdomen, causing slight hfemorrhage from the intestine, appeared to us another possible explanation, but this was negatived by the fact that in two cases of Clesarean section a distinct positive reaction was obtained.
The possibility that the reaction was due to bile salts and pigments was shown by A. J. Clark 1 to be untenable.
Lastly, we fall back upon the physiological explanation, that the sudden circulatory disturbance resultant upon the change to extrauterine existence leads to minute haemorrhages into the intestinal canal, and that once equilibrium of the circulation has become established the haemorrhage ceases. This occurs normally at the third or fourth day.
The material for this investigation was taken from the maternity wards at the Middlesex Hospital, and we are indebted to Dr. Comyns Berkeley for the permission to obtain it.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. HERBERT SPENCER called attention to a few observations he had made of congestion and haemorrhage in the stomach and intestines in his paper on Visceral Haemorrhages in Stillborn Children." 2 One of the children died of intestinal obstruction produced by haemorrhage into the caecum.
Dr. GRIFFITH said that if, as he understood from Dr. Glendining, bloodpigment was found in the meconium at birth, and if it was found in the meconium of fcetuses dead in ttero, it would probably be considered a physiological constituent.
A Rachitic Assimilation Pelvis. By W. S. A. GRIFFITH, M.D.
THIS specimen is one of the pelves which belonged to the Obstetrical Society, and was presented by the Royal Society of Medicine to the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons. The case was recorded in the lancet3 by the late Dr. Yarrow, in connexion with the operation of Caesarean section which was performed for the delivery of the patient. The peculiar characters of the sacrum were not recognized at the time. The obstetrical interest in this specimen is practically confined to its rachitic characters, and the description of the operation by Dr. Yarrow, and subsequent treatment of the patient until death, present a strange I St. Bartholomnew's Hosp. Reports (1909 ), 1910 Obstet. Trans. (1891), 1892, xxxiii, pp. 203-3)0. s Lancet, 1872, ii, p. 523.
